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To him the merchants attributed their loffes 5 their loud complaints were heard
in both houfes, and zealouily fupported by the principal Whigs. Walpole en-
deavoured to excufe and mitigate the conduft of the council, and gave a proof
of the fpirit that marked the decifion of his character. Being reproached .by
one of his friends for a&ing againfl his party, he replied, " I never can be fo
mean to fit at a board, when I cannot utter a word in its defence V But
although he conceived, that it was unbecoming in him not to defend thole
with whom he fat in council, and although he well knew that their faults
had been exaggerated, yet he found fufficient abufes to call for immediate
correction. He laboured therefore to prove to the board, the neceffity of
affuming a more decifive conduit; and he fo far ingratiated himfelf with his
fellow counfellors ^, .that his advice was followed, and his plans were ufually
adopted.

The union of fpirit and prudence, In fo young a man, ftill farther recom-
mended him to the notice of Godolphin, who appears to have placed in him.
the molt implicit confidence, and to have availed himfelf of his advice and
affiftance on many important occafions.

At the, meeting of the new parliament.* Walpole fecohded the motion,
made by4ord Granby, to nominate Smith fpeaker, who was favoured by the
Whigs, againft Bromley, who was propofed by the Tories. The conteft
was carried on with great heat and ^nimofity between the two parties $ but
the majority in favour of Smith proved the triumph of the Whigs.

Walpole had already exerted himfelf with considerable fuccefs, in cement-
ing this union between Godolphin. and-the Whigs.....; but-he' now came forward

with ftill greater efFed, and ftreniioufly" exhorted his patron to obtain the
iealous co-Toperation of that powerful and popular party. He urged, that the
leaders of the Tories in the houfe of commons, were directed and influenced
by his enemies and rivals;, and cenfured the fpirit of bitternefs and violence,
of umbrage and perfecution which had been lately predominant in all (heir
meafbres ; he reprefented, in the ftrongeft terms, that the Tories, although
they had been roufed by the general energy of the nation to approve and fe-
cond the grand alliance, were yet averfe to the corxtinuahce pf the war ^ith
France 9 and that on the contrary, the Whigs-were not only fincere, but en-
thufiafts in their zeal for the depreffion of the houfe of Bourbon.

His reprefentations Wjere liftened to with attention, and gradually had
their efFed ,j Godolphin availed himfelf of his intimacy with Devonfhire,
Halifax, Somers,, and TownChend^ to arrange the coalition, which afterwards

took

* From the late lord Walpole, to the late earl of Hardwick.
^ E.tough's Account of Sir Robert Walpole. negligence and corruption*
